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DeviantDeviant heresiesheresies

StubbsStubbs, P. (2002) , P. (2002) GlobalizationGlobalization, , MemoryMemory and and 

WelfareWelfare RegimesRegimes in in TransitionTransition: : towardstowards an an 

anthropologyanthropology of of transnationaltransnational policy policy 

transferstransfers

Lendvai, N. and Lendvai, N. and StubbsStubbs, P. (2007) , P. (2007) PostPost--

Colonial Dialogue or His Masters Voice? Colonial Dialogue or His Masters Voice? 

ttranslatingranslating the periphery in 'Global Social the periphery in 'Global Social 

Policy' studies Policy' studies 



TheoreticalTheoretical problemsproblems

1.1. InsufficientInsufficient attentionattention to to thethe differencedifference betweenbetween

internationalinternational, , transnationaltransnational and and global global 

processesprocesses

2.2. NotionsNotions of of clearclear, , hierarchicalhierarchical levelslevels at at oddsodds withwith

complexitiescomplexities of of spacespace and and scalescale

3.3. ‘‘PresentistPresentist realismrealism’’ playsplays downdown colonialcolonial and postand post--

colonialcolonial relationsrelations

4.4. GrewGrew outout of, and of, and tendstends to to amplifyamplify, , thethe problemsproblems

of of NorthernNorthern and and WesternWestern welfarewelfare regimeregime theorytheory



MethodologicalMethodological problemsproblems

1.1. ObjectivistObjectivist, realist and , realist and essentialistessentialist conceptsconcepts and and 
methodsmethods dominatedominate

2.2. LackLack of of reflexivityreflexivity leadsleads to a to a failurefailure to to questionquestion
thethe positionalitypositionality of of thethe researcherresearcher(s) (s) ––
pretendingpretending ““a a perspectiveperspective fromfrom aboveabove or or 
nowherenowhere””

3.3. FocusedFocused on policy transfer on policy transfer ratherrather thanthan
translationtranslation

4.4. ConfusedConfused on on relationshipsrelationships betweenbetween agentsagents, , 
structuresstructures, , institutionsinstitutions and and discoursesdiscourses



PoliticalPolitical problemsproblems

1.1. Naive Naive advocacyadvocacy of of ‘‘global global 

FabianismFabianism’’/global /global socialsocial democracydemocracy

2.2. FindsFinds ‘‘neoneo--liberal liberal globalisationglobalisation’’ everywhereeverywhere

3.3. IdealisticIdealistic conceptionconception of of ‘‘global civil global civil societysociety’’

4.4. InsufficientInsufficient attentionattention to to nonnon--WesternWestern

socialsocial movementsmovements and and discoursesdiscourses

5.5. LegitimatesLegitimates global global knowledgeknowledge and policy and policy 

claimsclaims



BeyondBeyond antinomiesantinomies: : ‘‘newnew’’

researchresearch areasareas
1.1. CriticalCritical, , reflexivereflexive, , multimulti--sitedsited, , multimulti--levellevel, , 

ethnographyethnography

2.2. StudyingStudying transnationaltransnational expertiseexpertise
institutionsinstitutions/global /global assemblagesassemblages

3.3. DecentreDecentre NorthernNorthern//WesternWestern conceptionsconceptions of of 
socialsocial policypolicy

4.4. ReRe--connectconnect withwith otherother disciplinesdisciplines and and 
researchersresearchers includingincluding anthropologyanthropology, , 
sociologysociology and and developmentdevelopment studiesstudies



ThankThank--youyou

Paul StubbsPaul Stubbs

pstubbs@eizg.hrpstubbs@eizg.hr

www.eizg.hrwww.eizg.hr


